Front Load Washer Suggestions/Helpful Hints

Detergent:  High Efficiency (HE) Washing machines REQUIRE HE Detergent.  It is very important to purchase and use detergent with the HE symbol on the bottle.  If you do not use this detergent you may end up with a laundry room full of subs and water!  Also it will be difficult for the Washing Machine to properly rinse the soap out of the clothes.  It is the same reason why you don't use dish soap (like Dawn) in your dishwasher...or at least the same concept. You don’t need to use as much soap as the detergent manufactures recommend either, you can get your cloths clean with as little as 1 Tablespoon.

Mildew:  You will hear that mildew forms in front load washing machines.  We have found that simply leaving the door open on the washer when not in use prevents this.  Three of us own front load washing machines between us and we all leave the door open...and we all never had mildew form in the door seals or on the cloths.

Vibration:  The front load washing machines run at an incredible RPM in spin cycle.  Unless you are on a concrete floor, you will know when this cycle is on.  It sounds and feels like a helicopter landing on your house!  The amount of vibration depends on how balanced the load of clothes is (see Balanced loads below).  However, solving these problems is easy.  Try a piece of ¾ plywood under your washer and dryer to dispense the vibration over multiple studs. This will help with the noise.
Cleaning:  There is a clean washer cycle on most machines please see manual for instructions. You can use recommenced amount of bleach, 1/3 gallon of white vinegar or Affresh Tablets.  

Balanced loads:  Your Front Load Washing machine could get unbalanced and really vibrate (although I found the Shake Away pads keep it from walking!) if you don't follow these simple rules:  Wash items of the same fabric together. Combine large and small items in a load. Load large items first. Large items should not be more than half the total wash load. Do not wash single items. This may cause an out-of-balance load. Add one or two more similar items. 

